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PUTTING IT IN PERSPECTIVE

By David Winston

On Terrorist Wiretaps,
Democrats’ Position Is
Absurd and Untenable

t was a performance that only fans of the

Theater of the Absurd could love. There

they were: former Senate Minority Leader
Tom Daschle (D-S.D.) and Rep. Jane Harman
(D-Calif.), the ranking member on the House
Intelligence Committee, singing chorus after
chorus of “Helpless” as they explained to Tim
Russert on “Meet the Press” that, yes, Democ-
rats were briefed on many occasions about the
National Security Agency foreign terrorist
surveillance program, but they simply had no
avenue opentothem to express their deep con-
cerns about its legality.

Thus, we learned how the Democrats in-
tend to justify their three-year silence about

the Congressional “Gang of Eight” who were
briefed on the program, “There was no way
toraise any reservations before that.” No way?

How about picking up the phone and call-
ing the president, the vice president, House
Intelligence Chairman Pete Hoekstra (R-
Mich.), Senate Intelligence Chairman Pat
Roberts (R-Kan.), Speaker Dennis Hastert
(R-I1L), Defense Secretary Donald Rums-
feld, then-National Security Adviser
Condoleezza Rice, House Minority Leader
Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.), Senate Minority
Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) or the head of
the NSA surveillance program? Or, if the
phone wasn’t her complaint line of choice,
how about a letter to any of the above offi-
cially raising her objections, and which would
have required an official reply?

Harman talked to no one.

Of course, Rockefeller did pen a short note
to Vice President Cheney expressing worry

In reality, their conundrum, whether on the
NSA anti-terrorism program, the USA PA-
TRIOT Act or the war itself; reflects a party
in disarray in two disturbing ways. First, De-
mocrats simply have been unable to come to
terms with what they believe, deep down, as
a party about national security. They have no
ideas, no altematives, so they try to pass off
criticism as content.

Second, Democrats have become so irra-
tionally angry about Bush that they reflexive-
ly oppose anything the president is for. When
the Times story broke, most Democrats rushed
to judgment and to the microphones to instinc-
tively condemn the program and the president.
Whatthey have now discovered is that they are
on the wrong side of this issue. In a recent New
Models poll done by the Winston Group, we
asked the question, “Do you favor or oppose
allowing federal authorities to conduct surveil-
lance on individuals’ e-mails and phone calls

it both ways: to appeal to both opponents and
proponents of the war. The best you can say
about his conflicting positions is at least he
had the decency to take those two positions at
two different times. Now, Democrats seem to
have adopted anew strategy. Callit Kerry 2.0:
They are desperately trying to be both for and
against the program at exactly the same time.

Inshort, the current Democratic position on
the tapping of intemational terrorist phone
calls can be summed up this way: “The NSA
surveillance program is crucial to national se-
curity and should be continued. We supportit.
Tt is also illegal and a threat to civil liberties.
We oppose it and, of course, George Bush
must be held accountable for his illegal ac-
tions.” This is not a national security policy
that makes sense, or a national political party
that can be taken seriously. It is clearly an ab-
surd position.

Finding the right balance between intelli-
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